out by the National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable back in 2014. In fact, some states are now screening nearly 80% of eligible adults (e.g., Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Connecticut; https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dcpc/research/articles/use-colorectal-screening-tests-state.htm).
However, we still have a long way to go to reach the benchmark of 80% of all eligible persons screened. For example, 25% of US adults aged 50 to 75 years have never been screened for CRC. As well, screening rates for CRC lag behind those for both breast cancer and cervical cancer [6] . The challenge that we face as health care providers committed to identifying and treating CRC is to discover new techniques and novel strategies to screen all ageappropriate US adults. This challenging situation formed the basis of this special edition focusing on CRC. We are pleased to offer a wealth of original research articles, review articles, commentaries, and editorials dealing with this topic of utmost importance to the practicing gastroenterologist. You will want to read the article by Dr. de Groen, who describes how he performs water exchange colonoscopy, a technique that can improve polyp detection rates. Dr. Singh presents a state-of-the-art review article on rectal cancer, while Dr. Ma and colleagues present data from a systematic review on detecting CRC in patients with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). Readers will be challenged with new information on the contribution of a family history of colon cancer on the development of CRC, and new data on the role of smoking and other risk factors on the development of colonic adenomas. CRC outreach screening programs are discussed, and new information on the FIT test is presented. Finally, a thoughtful overview of our current state of progress is presented in Dr. Pochapin's wonderful Emily Couric Memorial lecture "Colorectal Cancer: Polyps, Prevention and Progress. "
This special edition contains an abundance of information that should benefit clinicians and researchers of all levels of knowledge and experience. We know that you will find the information presented within this edition valuable to your clinical practice, the care of your patients, and to future research efforts.
